
Chicago_letter_1929-01-17_1-7.doc 

Chicago January 17 1929 

Dear parents. 

Now first I must thank you so heartily for both letters I have received, this evening Gunhild 
came over with one that you Father wrote on New Year's Eve. Then I thought of telling a 
little about how we spend the holidays. 

On Christmas Eve we were at the Helmers, Gunnar and I went there in the afternoon to help 
them decorate, I dressed the Christmas tree, Gunnar and Helmer decorated the rooms. 
Jenny cooked and messed around in the kitchen and offered wine that Helmer had bottled 
two years ago, so it was really good. 

When the guests started arriving, we had everything ready so they had a hot mulled wine to 
take with them. There were 9 of us and everyone had Christmas presents with them, so 
there was glam and laughter when mother Jenny started handing them out. 

Then we ate lutefish and other Christmas food, but no one could rhyme, because the 
porridge was missing. When everyone was full and satisfied, we listened to Helmer's radio 
until the clock began to suffer in the wee hours and we went home. 

On Christmas day we were invited to Gunhild's with real whiskey in the grog and lots of good 
food and listened to his new radio. At the time it was a normal working day, so Christmas is 
not that long here. 

On New Year's, I suggested that Gunnar and I should invite, but when we only have a poor 
bachelor's home, we ask Gun if we could stay with her and we did. First we went to the 
theater and saw a play and when it ended at 10.30 ”(10.30 p.m. time)” we went in Joe's car 
home to Gun and had a really nice New Year's eve. 

Helmer played Gunnar's violin and Gunnar had a jitarr and then there was dancing so we 
didn't stop until 2 in the morning. 

On New Year's Day we went out skating for the first time. Gunnar got a pair as a Christmas 
present so he could join. But here we have strange weather this winter, one day it rains and 
when you wake up it's 15 degrees cold so it's hard to get rid of frostbite. 

Tonight we have a northerly storm so it's hard to manage out on the streets, so it's really 
nice not to be out on the lake. 

Gunnar he works and stands in, he wasn't unemployed for more than a week, around then a 
good friend got him a job at a workshop where he can work and he seems to be satisfied 
with the work. 

Then he has money in the bank so he's not in trouble. So it probably won't be long until he 
can send home a penny as payment on his debt. But surely he doesn't know how much he 
owes? 

Gunnar has started school again, it was a break during the Christmas holidays, he has more 
desire to study than I have ever had. 

So it probably won't be long until I've hit my fingers, at least in writing, so I feel really proud 
of my brother. 
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Speaking of what you Father wrote about Stig, I want to reason a little more about it and talk 
about my points of view. Maybe I've fallen behind with payments, but it depends on me 
forgetting bills for the months, but I sent SEK 50 on January 5th, so I'll write to Leontin and 
find out how it is. 

Because I intend to continue paying the ones that are left, unless something unforeseen 
happens, because if I were to come home and say hello, I don't want to hear that the poor 
service has the release of money for me to go home and enjoy myself and secondly, I have 
never earned as well as I do at present and the future doesn't look so dark, so enough God 
provides for the hawk as the Mother used to say. 

Now I have really tired you out with such a long and careless letter. So I close with the 
warmest greetings from both of you boys. 

Herman 

--- 

Helmers greetings so heartily. His mother is still alive and she is the oldest in the community 
so there have been real celebrations for her on her birthday. So the old woman must have 
been a bit crass afterwards. 

The Ross family also say hello. 
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